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ECONOMICS — GENERAL
Paper : SEC-A-2
(Elementary Rural Development)
Full Marks : 80
Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.
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MUDRA

MSME

MGNREGA

IRDP

SHG
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MGNREGA

SIDBI

MUDRA

NABARD

[English Version]
The figures in the margin indicate full marks.
Group - A
1. Answer any ten questions :
(a) Mention any two characteristics of India’s rural sector.
(b) What is meant by MUDRA?
(c) State any two objectives of rural industrialization of India.
(d) What is meant by ‘Rapid Rural Appraisal (RRA)’?
(e) Distinguish between micro-planning and macro-planning.
(f) What is MSME?
(g) What is the main objective of Grameen Bank?
(h) What is the reason behind the creation of link between SHGs and banks?
(i) When was West Bengal Panchayat Act passed? What does this act stipulate?
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(j) What is the objective of MGNREGA?
(k) State any two reasons for school dropouts in rural India.
(l) Mention any two rural development programmes undertaken during the 9th Plan period (19972002).
(m) Write two objectives of PMGSY.
(n) What is the full form of IRDP?
(o) In which year was the Mid-Day Meal programme launched? Who are the beneficiaries of the
programme?
Group - B
2. Answer any four questions :
(a) Discuss the linkage effect between rural non-farm and farm sector.

5

(b) Briefly discuss the functions of Self-Help Groups (SHGs).

5

(c) Mention the recommendations made by Nayak Committee and Sivaraman Committee.
(d) Distinguish between centralized and decentralized planning.
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5

(e) What are the differences between Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) and Rapid Rural Appraisal
(RRA)?
5
(f) In what ways MGNREGA is different from previous programmes? – Discuss briefly.

5

Group - C
Answer any four questions.
3. Discuss the role of SIDBI and MUDRA Bank in rural industrialization in India.

5+5

4. Differentiate between agricultural and rural development. Describe the linkage between these mentioned
concepts.
4+6
5. Mention the characteristics of the rural credit market. In this context, discuss the role of NABARD.
6+4
6. What is meant by participatory approach to rural development? Distinguish between participatory
development and participation in development. Briefly describe the functioning of Panchayati Raj
Institutions in West Bengal.
2+2+6
7. Discuss the principal features of PMGSY programme. Critically evaluate its impact on rural
development.
4+6
8. Discuss the problem of child labour in India. What are the steps taken by the Government to address
this problem?
5+5

