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HISTORY — HONOURS
Fifth Paper
Full Marks : 100
Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.
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[English Version]
The figures in the margin indicate full marks.
Group - A
(History of East Asia)
1. Answer any two questions :
(a) Who were the gentry in pre-modern China?
(b) Write a note on the comprador class in China.

5×2
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(c) Why did the Taiping Rebellion fail?
(d) Write a short note on the Long March.
(e) What do you understand by New Democracy?
2. Answer any two questions :

5×2

(a) Discuss the role of the Daimyos in pre-restoration Japan.
(b) Explain the significance of the Perry Mission (1853) in Japan.
(c) How was capital organised in Meiji Japan?
(d) What were the terms of the Treaty of Shimonoseki (1895)?
(e) Analyse the background of the Washington Conference of 1921-22.
3. Answer any one question :

10×1

(a) Discuss the central and local administrative structures under the Ching dynasty of China.
(b) Discuss the Tribute System.
(c) Analyse the chief features of the Tung-chih Restoration.
4. Answer any one question :

10×1

(a) What do you understand by the ‘Shogunate’ in Japan?
(b) Write a note on the ‘Satsuma rebellion’.
(c) Write a note on Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour.
Answer any three questions, taking at least one from each Unit.
Unit - 1
5. Can the First Anglo-China war be called the Opium War? Analyse the impact of this war on China’s
polity, economy and social system.
20
6. Discuss the background of the Republican revolution (1911) in China with special reference to the three
revolutionary principles of Sun-Yat Sen.
20
7. What were the factors behind the rise of Warlordism in China in the early twentieth century?

20

8. Account for the success of Communist Party of China in building the Peoples’ Republic of China.

20

Unit - 2
9. Discuss the social, political and intellectual conditions of Japan during the Tokugawa rule in the
Pre-Restoration period.
20
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10. Discuss the educational reforms in Meiji Japan.

20

11. Discuss the main features of the Meiji Constitution of 1889. Do you think that the Constitution was
framed by the men with ‘strongly authoritarian turn of mind’?
20
12. Discuss the context and international impact of the Manchurian Crisis.

20
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[English Version]
The figures in the margin indicate full marks.
Group - B
(Aspects of Antiquity)
1. Answer any two questions :

5×2

(a) What was the significance of the Epic of Gilgamesh?
(b) What was the limitation of Thucydides as a historian?
(c) What was the extent of Alexander’s Empire?
(d) Why is the Augustan Age known as the ‘Golden Age’ of Latin literature?
(e) What is understood as Hellenistic Greece?
2. Answer any two questions :

5×2

(a) How does Thucydides describe the impact of the Plague on the people of Athens?
(b) Who were the Foederati?
(c) What were the forms of governance prescribed by Aristotle?
(d) What was the importance of the Revolt of Spartacus in the history of Rome?
(e) Was Slavery the key institution of Roman economy?
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3. Answer any one question :

10×1

(a) How was the Mediterranean Sea transformed into a Roman lake?
(b) Explain the significance of Hammurabi’s Code of Law.
(c) What were the immediate causes of the Peloponnesian War?
4. Answer any one question :

10×1

(a) Was the Roman economy primarily urban in character?
(b) Assess the importance of Thucydides as a historian.
(c) Examine the origins of the 5th century BCE Attic drama.
Answer any three questions, taking at least one from each Unit.
Unit - 1
5. Trace the ascendancy of the Macedonian Empire under the leadership of Philip II.

20

6. Who were the Patricians? What were the main areas of conflict between the Patricians and the
Plebians?
20
7. Explain the fall of the Roman Republic.

20

8. Assess the importance of the Roman Army in Roman political life.

20

Unit - 2
9. Was Greece exceptional among contemporary civilizations?

20

10. Give an account of ancient Roman architecture.

20

11. How did Euripedes and Sophocles depict the life in Athens in their work?

20

12. Discuss the role of women in Roman society. Did their position change?

20

