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PHILOSOPHY — GENERAL
Third Paper
Full Marks : 100

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words

as far as practicable.
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[English Version]

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

First Half
(Ethics — Indian and Western)

Answer question no. 1 and two more questions from the rest,
taking one from each Unit.
1. Answer in brief (any four) : 5%x4
(a) Name four types of purusartha. Which one of them is param purusartha and why?
(b) Explain the first Noble Truth in the Buddhist Philosophy.
(c) Distinguish between motive and intention.
(d) What does Kant mean by ‘categorical imperative’?
(e) Discuss the ‘Hedonistic Calculus’ after Bentham.
() How many types of non-voluntary actions are there? Explain with examples.
(g) Discuss the differences between sakama karma and niskama karma.

(h) Is retributive theory of punishment acceptable? Discuss briefly.

Unit - 1
2. How does Carvaka ethics follow from their epistemology? Critically explain. 10+5

3. What is the second Noble Truth in Buddhist Philosophy? Discuss ‘dvadas nidan’ in this context.

3+12
Unit - 2
4. Explain Mill’s view about utilitarianism. How does Mill differ from Bentham in this context? 10+5
5. Discuss the reformative theory of punishment. Is this theory acceptable? Explain. 10+5
Second Half
(Applied Ethics and Philosophy of Religion)
Answer question no. 6 and two more questions from the rest,
taking one from each Unit.

6. Answer in brief (any four) : 5%x4

(a) IsKilling permissible? Explain.
(b) Explain two types of suicide.
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10.

(c) What is land-ethics? Discuss briefly.

(d) Distinguish between anthropocentric and non-anthropocentric ethics.

(e) What are the arguments offered by Freud against the existence of God?

(f) What are the arguments offered by Durkheim against the existence of God?
(g) Do the birds and beasts have moral status? Explain.

(h) What is meant by ‘moral evil’? Give reasons for your answer.

Unit-3
What is euthanasia? Discuss the arguments against voluntary euthanasia. Are these arguments
acceptable? Give reasons in support of the answer. 2+8+5
What is ecology-centric ethics? Make a distinction between shallow and deep ecology. 5+10
Unit - 4

Discuss the arguments offered by Descartes in favour of the existence of God. Is this view acceptable?
Give arguments in favour of your answer. 10+5

Discuss the arguments offered by the Carvakas against the existence of God. Is this view acceptable?
Give your arguments in support of your answer. 10+5



